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The Tension and Fusion
— The Formation and Development of Zhu Xi’s Theory of Dao Tong
Ding Sixin

Abstract : The proposal, construction, establishment, and development of Zhu Xi's theory of Dao Tong has its historical premise
and intellectual tension from the movement of Neo—Confucianism. It came into being and developed on the basis of continuous integra-
tion of Neo—Confucianism, especially Five Masters’ thoughts in the Northern Song dynasty and the concepts of the Confucian classics.
Zhu Xi inherited Cheng Brothers’ theory of Dao Tong, and gave it a support that Cheng Brothers received Dao Tong. Moreover, Zhu Xi
proposed his theory of Dao Tong. Firstly, he affirmed and strengthened the opinion that it was identical between Zhou Dunyi’s teaching
and Cheng Brothers’ learning, made it clear that Zhou Dunyi’s ontological cosmology was consistent with Cheng Brothers’ theory of Li
Qi, and initially constructed his own new theory of Dao Tong. Secondly, Zhu Xi formally established genealogy of Neo—Confucian Dao
Tong that included Zhou Dunyi, Cheng Brothers and Zhang Zai in the Jin Si Lu. Finally, after he paid more attention to Zhowyi and its
Commentaries, integrated Four Books and Six Meridians, and returned to the world of Confucius’ thought, Zhu Xi reconstructed a new
and more complete and broader system of Dao Tong than before, with a genealogy including Shao Yong, Fu Xi, Shen Nong and Huang
Di. All in all, the formation and development of Zhu Xi's theory of Dao Tong is determined not only by the intellectual tension from the

movement of Song dynasty Neo—Confucianism, but also by Zhu Xi’s comprehensive intellectual character.

Key words:Zhu Xi; theory of Dao Tong; Four Books; Six Meridian; Zhouyi
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