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A Critical Study of “Poetic History” View and the Nature of “Poetic History” in

the War Between the Song Dynasty and Western Xia.
GUO Yan-hua
( School of Literature and History, Beifang Ethnic Universities, Yinchuan 750021, China)

Abstract ; Displaying history by poems was important poetic tradition in ancient China. Tt became mature by the Song
dynasty, and the poems about the war between the Song Dynasty and Western Xia was just the product of “Poetic History”.
1t reflected deep love and strong patriotism of scholar officials for their country. The poems about the war between the Song
Dynasty and Western Xia were of clear nature of poetic history and they have the following features: born in national crisis
and record of historic facts; strong feelings with historic facts; profound meaning with rhyme beyond words. By examining
the nature of the poems about the war between the Song Dynasty and Western Xia, we can have a profound understanding
and reflection of history; absorb wisdom of survival of a nation.

Key words:the Northern Song Dynasty; Western Xia; poems about the war; poetic history
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