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A Study of Zhao Fang’s Theory of “Style of Historical Records”
and “Ideology of Modification” in CHUNQIU

Li Jian

[Abstract ] Zhao Fang was a scholar on CHUNQIU at the end of Yuan Dynasty. One of his
academic features was paying attention to style of historiography and ideology in Classics. He
differentiated between the historical records of Lu and CHUNQIU, between style of historical record and
ideology in Classics, then he put forward systematically the theory of ideology and style in CHUNQIU,
whose kernel was “style of historical records” and “ideology of modification”. His theory was an
achievement by synthesizing elements of ZUOZHUAN and Du Yu’ s explanatory notes on it, of styles and
ideology in GONGYANGZHUAN, ZUOZHUAN and GULIANGZHUAN, taking in the elements in various
scholars’ theory. He founded a close system, supplied distinctive and systematic annotations for
CHUNQIU. Zhao Fang’ s study of CHUNQIU integrating Classics and history, and studying Classics by
notes, and his study of CHUNQIU began with study of ZUOZHUAN, his study of ideology of Classics
began with study of historiographical styles. Besides that, he tried hard to change the academic tradition
that explained Classics without annotation and gave a farfetched interpretation to Classics which passed
down from Tang and Song Dynasties. These were the contributions that he made to study of CHUNQIU.

[Key words | Zhao Fang style of historical records ideology of modification ideology and style
in CHUNQIU style of historiography and ideology of Classics
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