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Blossom in Loneliness after the Catastrophe:

a Study on the Writings of "Song-lyrical History" under the Reigns

of Daoguang and Xianfeng
MO Chong-yi
(School of Chinese, The University of Hong Kong ., Pokfulam Roam , H. K.)
Key Words: writings of "Song-lyrical history"; straightforward narration; representations via analogy; writing collective-
ly on the same subject; Tan Xian
Abstract: During the reigns of Emperor Daoguang and Xianfeng, the social instability provoked the emergence of a large
quantity of lyrical works that recorded and reflected both the historic environment and inner worlds. Within this high tide
of the writings of "Song-lyrical history" ¢i writers explored and pursued the appropriate ways to express their experi-
ences, feelings as well as reflections. While straightforward narration and writings with affected pathos being the main
trend, the utilization of representations via analogy and the formation of communal voice through writing on the same sub-
ject also came into play. Tan Xian, a representative of theorists from Changzhou School, took the lead to systemize and
criticize these works writing on the "Song-lyrical history" and in the meanwhile advocated for some of the lyrical works u-

sing the method of representations via analogy.
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