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Abstract  “Foregrounding ” is a key term of the Prague School and due to its similarity with “defamiliarization ”
“foregrounding” has caused some misreading which further leads to the misunderstanding of the relationship between the Prague
School and the Russian Formalism. Starting with this term the Prague School constructed a sophisticated system of structuralist
aesthetics and literary theory which surpassed the Russian Formalism. The concept of “foregrounding” foretells a contextualist
aesthetics  which pointed to the contextualist turn of aesthetics in the 20" century.

Keywords: the Prague School; structuralism; foregrounding; contextualism; defamiliarization

Author: Yang Lei Ph. D. is a lecture in the School of Social Science Kunming University of Science and Technology

( Kunming 650050 China) with academic interests in Western aesthetics and literary theory. Email: adiadia@yeah. net

" ( aktualizace / foregrounding) “ “ ”

o

@ “ 7 1929
N o ( »
. o ( ‘“theses”) o { »
“ 7 “ ( conflict)
“ 7 ( transformation) ”( Steiner 15) .
o ( Bohuslav Havranek) ( Jan
. Mukarovsky) o

e8] e



2015 2

( structured esthetic)

( unstructured esthetic) o

¢ ( Garvin 31) .

”( Garvin 10) ;
”( Garvin 20)

«

( Garvin 4) ,

”( Garvin 10) , :
0 ( Felix
“ 7 Vodicka)
( Mukarovsky “The Word” 66) ; ( self- o
orientation) ( F. W. Galan)

( Galan 153) ,

( Mukarovsky “The Word” 6) .
§
DI

( Gavin 20) ,

“«

13

e 8D e



”»

“ 7 /d/
13 ’ [3 ) ”( 532) o
) o
( )
o “ ” ( pause)
" ( Mukarovsky
31) . § y o«
“ / /
» [ / /
” ( 84) 5
Jakobson)

N

Ike” ( ke ) ( Jakobson 70) .

“«

( Gavin 3
”( Gavin 11)

“The Word ”

4 .

[

1940
( deform)

( Jirt Veltrusky)

( distort)

e 83 e



2015 2

113 ”»

( Veltrusky 134) . “ 7 o

« ¢ 2

o ( novelty)
o ( Mukarovsky  “The Word” 65) .

. NN

( » o

“

o \ ‘ ’ ”( Garvin 8)

( Garvin 1748) . 19

[3 ”»

e84 «



( Garvin 20) .

”( Mukarovsky

13

[

“The Word” 71) ,

»

”( the dominant)

N

”( Jackbson 41) .

A

13

”( Garvin 10) ,

«

S

( Mukarovsky  “Aesthetic” 3) .

(2122) .

4

13 ” .,

113

” ( contextualization)

»

61) .
( .
( 51) .

( naturalized) “

”»

»

»

e85



2015 2

o ( Petr Bogatyrev)
7’( “
5253)
( Matejka and
R Titunik 27-28) .
“ ” ( backgroundized)
o ( Matejka and Titunik 197) .
“ ”( concretization)
“ ”( collective .
consciousness) “ 7 :
. ( Matejka
and Titunik 199) .
( Garvin 20) . o
" ( Mukarovsky
“Aesthetic” 19-20)
<< >>( “ N
/ / / o

9 ) “ ” “ ” “

.86 ¢



27 ( 7987) .
98) .

( Vykypel 15) .

( Matejka
and Titunik 197)
o 20
“ ”» 5 <<
» § »
(714 )
(753 ) (756 ) .
(779 ) .
( 3-6) o
(769 ) § » “
§ » 1950
{ p, o . ( Stephen Davies)
<< >> [43
<< >>O ” “«
o ( Levinson 155) o .
(
) o o
“ 7 ”( Levinson 173) .
( [43 » ‘
) 7 .
. ; . “ 7o 20

e Q7 e



2015 2

Notes

Works Cited

. I p) .
2008 .

Benveniste E. Problems of General Linguistics. Trans.
Wang Dongliang et al. Beijing: SDX Joint Publishing
Company 2008.

L » .
1993
Chen Pingyuan and Chen Guoqiu eds. Literary History.
Series 1. Beijing: Peking University Press 1993.
( Do
1997
ed. Selected Literary Criticism Papers of
SDX Joint Publishing

Fang  Shan
Russtan  Formalism.
Company 1997.

S ) .
1988 .
Fokkema Douwe and Elrud Ibsch. Theories of Literaiure

Beijing:

in the Twentieth Century. Trans. Lin Shuwu. Beijing:
SDX Joint Publishing Company 1998.

e 88 ¢

Galan F. W.. Historic Structures: The Prague School
Project 1928 4946. London & Sydney: Groom
Helm 1985.

Garvin Paul L.

Esthetics  Literary Siructure and Style. Washington D.

ed. & Trans. A Prague School Reader on

C: Georgetown University Press 1964.

Jakobson Language in Literature.
Mass: Belknap Press 1987c.

Levinson Jerrold ed. The Oxford Handbook of Aesthetics.
Oxford: Oxford University Press 2003.

Matejka L. and . R. Titunik eds. & Trans. Semiotics of
Art.  Cambridge  Mass and London  the MIT
Press 1976¢.

: { Do : 1993 .
Mo Lifeng. A Critical Biography of Du Fu. Nanjing:

Roman. Cambridge

Nanjing University Press 1993.
Mukarovsky Jan. Aesthetic Function Norm and Value as

Social Facts. Trans. Mark E. Suino. Michigan: Ann

Arbor 1979.

—— The Word and Verbal Art. Ed. & Trans. J. Burbank
and P. Steiner. New Haven and London: Yale
University Press 1977.

: Do : 1993 .

Qian Zhongshu. On the Art of Poeiry. Beijing: Zhonghua
Book Company 1993.
K ) ;
1997

Shklovsky  Victor. Theory of Prose. Trans. Liu Zongei.
Nanchang: Baihuazhou Literature and Art Publishing
House 1997.
ed. The Prague School Selected Writings
19294946. Austin: University of Texas Press 1982.

€ ) .

1989

Sterner Peter

Todorov Tzvetan ed. Théorie de la littérature. Trans. Cai
Hongbin. Beijing: China Social Sciences Press 1989.
Veltrusky Jiri. “ Jan Mukarovsky’s Structural Poetics and
Esthetics. ” Poetics Today 19804981 ( winter) Vol.2
No. 1b.
Vykypel B..
School. Muenchen: Lincom Eurpa 2009.

( i )

Empirical Functionalism and the Prague



