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The Deconstruction of the Oracle in Oedipus the King

Abstract: Sophocles, the master playwright of ancient Greece who has great
reverence for God, was born in the era when the “logos™ spirit rised. How to use the
“logos” spirit which was easy to be accepted by people to prove the correctness of the
oracle became key operation for Sophocles. On the surface, Oedipus the King
consisted of a series of close reasoning. However, by careful analysis, the reasoning
was adopted and discarded by the author’s intention and in which it made divine
intervention a premise. This kind of reasoning was a typical syllogism. On the one
hand, the major term (the existence of a God or gods in the oracle) was uncertain. On
the other hand, the minor term was a chain of planned events by Sophocles.
Correspondingly, the conclusion could only be deconstructed. The contradiction
between logos and mythos in the course of the reasoning embodied the features of that
era.

Keywords: Logos; Mythos; Oracle; term; Adopted and discard; Interference;

Deconstruction
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